DOCUMENT RESUME 



PS 026 707 

Nezlek, John B.; Galano, Joseph; Gholston, Susan E. 

KIDS COUNT in Virginia 1996: Kids and Communities. 

Action Alliance for Virginia's Children and Youth, 

Richmond.; College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA. 

Applied Social Psychology Research Inst. 

Annie E. Casey Foundation, Baltimore, MD. 

1996-00-00 \ 

714p.; For 1997 Data Book, see PS 026 708. 

Action Alliance for Virginia's Children and Youth, 422 East 
Franklin Street, Suite 300, Richmond, VA 23219; phone: 

804-649-0184; fax: 804-649-0161; e-mail: HN5071@HandsNet.org 
($10 plus $3 shipping; discount on quantity orders) . 

Numerical /Quantitative Data (110) - - Reports - Descriptive 
(141) 

MF04/PC29 Plus Postage. 

Academic Achievement; Accidents; Adolescents; Birth Weight; 

Births to Single Women; Child Abuse; *Child Health; Child 
Neglect; Child Welfare; Children; *Counties; Day Care; 

Delinquency; Demography; Dropout Rate; Early Childhood 
Education; Early Parenthood; Economic Status; Elementary 
Secondary Education; Infants; Lunch Programs; Mortality 
Rate; Poverty; *Social Indicators; *State Surveys; 

Statistical Surveys; Tables (Data); Trend Analysis; 

Violence; *Well Being; Youth Problems 
Arrests; ^Indicators; *Virginia 

1 

This KIDS COUNT report examines statewide trends in the 
well-being of Virginia's children. The statistical portrait is organized into 
six general areas of children's well-being: (1) healthy births; (2) 

children's health; (3) school success; (4) risky behavior; (5) families; and 
(6) community well-being. Key indicators in these six areas include the 
following: (1) prenatal care in the first trimester; (2) low birth weight 

babies; (3) infant mortality rate; (4) middle school physical fitness test 
winners; (5) child abuse and neglect victims; (6) child death rate; (7) grade 
4 standardized test winners; (8) grade 6 literacy test winners; (9) high 
school dropout rate; (10) teenage sexually transmitted disease rate; (11) 
juvenile birth rate; (12) alcohol or drug possession in school; (13) weapon 
possession in school; (14) juvenile violent crime arrests; (15) delinquency; 

(16) motor vehicle death rate; (17) teen violent death rate; (18) foster care 
out -of -home placements; (19) divorce rate; (20) births out of wedlock rate; 

(21) unemployment rate; (22) average income; (23) fiscal stress level; (24) 
students in school lunch program; (25) students in families receiving AFDC; 

(26) average daily school membership; (27) instructional personnel rate; (28) 
child day care capacity; and (29) population per physician. Following a brief 
overview and discussion of the indicators, the first section of the report 
provides information on the Commonwealth as a whole. The second section, and 
bulk of the report, provides profiles for the 135 different counties studied. 

The report provides comparative data for 1991 through 1996 and also indicates 
current rank in relation to the other localities. (SD) 
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Cities and Counties in Virginia 

Indicators for each city and county in Virginia are provided in alphabetical order 
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Thank you for your support. And thank you for supporting Virginia’s children and youth! 
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1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 Percent 

Change 

72% 63% 69% 70% 66% 70% -2.8% 
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1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 Percent 

Change 

6,301 6,045 6,193 6,313 6,839 7,201 14.3% 
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For Further Information: Virginia Department of social Services, Foster Care and Adoption Services, 
Theater Row Building, 730 East Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23219-1849. 
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Fiscal stress level is not computed on a statewide basis. 
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1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 Percent 

Change 

24% 26% 29% 30% 31% 32% 33.3% 
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1996 KIDS COUNT in Virginia: Kids and Communities 








CO 



1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 Percent 

Change 

991,236 1,008,244 1,022,456 1,035,111 1,049,632 n/a 5.9% 



Action Alliance for Virginia’s Children and Youth 422 E. Franklin St., Suite 300, Richmond, VA 23219 Telephone: 804.649.0184 Fax: 804.649.0161 E-mail: HN5071@ HandsNet.org 65 
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996 KIDS COUNT in Virginia: Kids and Communities 




1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 Percent 

Change 

n/a n/a n/a n/a 201.098 217,184 8.0% 
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Population per physician data were not provided on a statewide basis. 
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FAMILIES 

Foster care out-of-home placements 28 23 24 19 31 41 46.4% 89.5 98.5 

Children whose parents divorced this year 1.5% 1.3% 1.2% 1.1% 1.5% n/a 0.5% 80 79 

Births out-of-wedlock 32.9% 31.4% 32.5% 24.9% 28.6% n/a -13.1% 89 59 
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FAMILIES 

Foster care out-of-home placements 3 3 4 0 0 0 -100.0% 15 3 

Children whose parents divorced this year 1.2% 1.6% 1.7% 2.1% 2.4% n/a 104.9% 36.5 128.5 

Births out-of-wedlock 22.5% 32.3% 24.7% 22.6% 33.3% n/a 48.3% 47 83 
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The 1996 KIDS COUNT in 
Virginia Data Book provides 
information to aid 
communities in helping their 
children and youth to grow 
into strong, healthy, 
productive adults. 



[After April, our Internet 
Data Base will be available 
for you to download selected 
i data elements! 



^he 1996 KIDS COUNT data book includes trend dataaon 






Juveniles arrested for violent crime 
Intake cases involving delinquency 
Motor vehicle deaths 
Teen violent deaths 



HEALTHY BIRTHS 

Prenatal care 

Low birth-weight babies 

Infant mortality 

CHILDREN’S HEALTH 

School physical fitness tests 
Child abuse or neglect 
Child deaths 

SCHOOL SUCCESS 

4th grade standardized tests 
Literacy Passport tests 
School drop outs 

RISKY BEHAVIOR 

Sexually transmitted diseases 
Births to girls 

Possessing alcohol or drugs in school 
Possessing weapons in school 



FAMILIES 

Foster care 

Children whose parents divorced 
Births out-of-wedlock 

COMMUNITY WELL-BEING 

Unemployment rate 
Average per capita income 
Fiscal stress level 

Free or reduced school lunch program 
Children receiving AFDC 
Average daily school membership 
Instructional personnel rate 
Child day care capacity 
Population per physician 



Stamp 



i 



KIDS COUNT In Virginia 

Action Alliance for Virginia’s Children and Youth 
422 East Franklin Street, Suite 300 
Richmond, VA 23219 



YES! Please send me copies of KIDS COUNT in Virginia: KIDS and Communities. 

Enclosed is my: Check Money Order Purchase Order for $13 per copy. 

(71118 Includes $10 per book plus $3 for postage. Call for discounts on large orders) 

I’m also interested in exploring the KIDS COUNT data base after April, 1997. 

Enclosed is my $5 registration fee per data base log on ID. 



! I’m a member of the Action Alliance, so offer me a 50% discount. 

Enclosed is $6.50 per data book and $2.50 per data base log on ID. 

iName & Title: 

Address: 

City, State, ZIP: 

; Telephone/Fax: '/ 0 t } 

E-Mail: 



I ^ 
i ERIC 



Please make checks payable to: Action Alliance for Virginia’s Children and Youth 
Telephone: 804.649.0184 Fax: 804.649.0161 E-mail: HNS071@HandsNet.org 
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How useful for you is KIDS COUNT in Virginiti: Kids and Communities*} 

The overall layout or format of KIDS COUNT in Virginia is (not useful) 1 2 3 4 5 (very useful). 

It would be better if: 



In the future a bound book / poster concept would better suit my needs. 

I really prefer a bound book for most of the data, but I miss the individual 11 X 17 locality posters. agree 

The section on Kids and Communities is (not useful) 1 2 3 4 5 

It would be better if: 



Other topics Fd find useful are: 



disagree 
(very useful). 



The Overview of the Commonwealth section is (not useful) 1 2 3 4 5 (very useful). 

It would be better if: 



The graphical displays are (not useful) 1 2 3 4 5 (very useful). 

They would be better if: 



What did we forget? 

What other variables would you like to see included in future publications? Suggested sources for those variables? 



:-:What statistical analyses would you like to see included in future publications? 



From last year, I really miss: 



!What else would you like to tell us about KIDS COUNT in Virginia: Kids and Communities? 






rm 



HOW CAN WE IMPROVE? 

KIDS COUNT in Virginia has made many changes in format and content. How did we do? Do 
: you miss the posters or prefer the book? Is the trend data helpful or was one year all you need? 
' Do the statewide maps tell you what you need to know? What key indicators are we missing? 
Please take a moment to tell us who you are and what would make KIDS COUNT in Virginia more 
useful to you in the future. Then fold, stamp and mail as addressed below or fax to (804) 649- 
0161. 

Thank you! 



stamp 



KIDS COUNT In Virginia 

Action Alliance for Virginia’s Children and Youth 
422 East Franklin Street, Suite 300 
Richmond, VA 23219 

i 



Name: 

Address: 

City, State, ZIP: 

Telephone/Fax: 

E-Mail: 

Joh Title: 



Please circle all that describe your organization: 

state government local government for-profit non-profit 

direct service planning research advocacy 

school or college consulting other 

Please circle all areas of interest for your organization: 

juvenile justice adoption/foster care education child health 

welfare reform child development nutrition transportation 

mental health child abuse & neglect other 



I’m using KIDS COUNT in Virginia data for: 
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